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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 10142 070756Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /013 W 

033271 070813Z/13 

P R 070656Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO USICA WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2721 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 10142 

USICA 

FOREA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: - 

SUB J : THAI MEDIA REACTION: USIS BECOMES ICA 

1 . FRONT-PAGE STORY IN BANGKOK POST APRIL 6 LAMENTED THE PASSING OF 
USIS, A TERM WHICH "HAD BECOME PART OF OUR EVERYDAY LANGUAGE" AND 
PREDICTED THAT ICA WILL TAKE A LONG TIME TO ACHIEVE THE SAME ACCEPTAN 
CE. 

STORY SAID "CONFUSION" COULD RESULT IF THE FIRST TWO LETTERS OF ICA 
WERE ACCIDENTLY TRANSPOSED BY A TYPIST. TEXT FOLLOWS. 

(BEGIN TEXT) 

2. LETTERS GAME IN A WORLD IN WHICH ALMOST EVERYTHING COMES TO BE 
KNOWN BY ITS INITIALS, WE MUST LAMENT THE PASSING OF USIS. STANDING 
FOR THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE (WHICH FEW PEOPLE EVER USED 
IN ITS FULL-OUT FORM) USIS HAD BECOME PART OF OUR EVERYDAY LANGUAGE. 

IT IS GOING TO TAKE QUITE A TIME BEFORE ICA (STANDING FOR INTERNATION 
AL 

COMMUNICATIONS (SIC) AGENCY) FINDS THE SAME SORT OF ACCEPTANCE. AND 
JUST THINK OF THE CONFUSION THAT WILL BE CAUSED IF SOME TYPIST 
TRANSPOSES THE FIRST TWO LETTERS* 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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(END TEXT) 
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